Generations of Faith Session 5: The Prophets of the Old Testament

Daniel Reading Plan 3 — 5" Grade

While this session of Generations of Faith is on the whole of the Prophets of the Old Testament;
for the kids we are going to focus on the stories from the Book of Daniel and one from a minor
prophet - Jonah.

Bible Verse: A good Bible verse to memorize this month is Daniel 4:3 “How great are his
signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from
generation to generation.

It is important to make sure that the kids understand what a prophet is and the role they play in
the Bible. First and foremost, a prophet is a person — or sometimes a group — who speaks for
God. The prophet’s words spoken in God’s names — usually called prophecies or oracles — are
God’'s words. Some people think prophets can predict the future, but this is not their role in the
Bible. The biblical prophets were called by God during times of crisis to offer God’s People
challenge or comfort, depending on the circumstances.

April 26 — May 2 The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)

Read the story from your Children’s Bible: In Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar built a golden statue
of himself for everyone to worship. Three men named Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused
to worship the statue because of their faithfulness to God. King Nebuchadnezzar sentenced them
to be thrown into a fiery furnace, but they believed God would protect them from harm, and He
did!

Key Concepts: God will protect you. Stand strong in your faith. Listen to God, even when
others do not.

Comprehension Questions: What gold thing did King Nebuchadnezzar build? (An idol) What
was the king’s law? (When the music played then everyone had to bend down and worship the
idol.) Who were the only ones who refused to bow down to the idol? (Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego) How did the king punish them? (Had them thrown into a fiery furnace.) How many
men were walking around inside the furnace? (Four) After the men came out not even smelling
like smoke, what did the king order? (No one was allowed to ever say anything bad about the
Lord God.) What do you need to do this week that shows you obey God rather than people?

Activity: Word Search puzzle
May 3 - 10 Belshazzar’s Banquet/The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)

Read the story of how Belshazzar did not learn from the consequences of his grandfather
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and the fingers writing upon the wall of the King’s palace from your
Children’s Bible or Bible Storybook.

Key Concepts: Show respect for God. Discuss how that treating the temple items with respect
showed respect to God. How do we show respect to God today? You can also discuss how



God humbles the proud. God used Daniel's wisdom to get the king’s attention about his pride.
The king acted like he was better than God. God humbled the king. We are called to humble
ourselves and trust in God.

Comprehension Questions: What special things did King Belshazzar use in his banquet?
(Gold and silver cups stolen from the temple of God.) What wrote the words on the wall? (A
giant hand.) What happened later on the night of King Belshazzar’'s banquet? (Belshazzar was
killed and the Medes took over the Kingdom of Babylon.)

Activity: Writing on the Wall Crossword puzzle

May 11-18  Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6)
Read the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den from your Children’s Bible or Bible Storybook.

Key Concepts:. Always remember to pray. God can protect us from anything. God is with us in
good and bad times.

Comprehension Questions: Why did King Darius trust Daniel? (Because Daniel was a hard
worker and did his best. Daniel never cheated.) What did Daniel do three times every day?
(Prayed to God) What kind of law did the king’s other helpers get King Darius to write? (If
anyone in the kingdom prays to anyone other than the king for a month then they would be
thrown in a lion’s den.) Why did Daniel not die in the lion’s den? (God sent an angel to shut the
lions’ mouths.)

May 19-26  Jonah and the Large Fish (Jonah 2)

Read the story of Jonah and the Whale/Large Fish from your Children’s Bible or Bible
Storybook. Jonah was an ordinary person until God chose him to deliver a message to the
city of Nineveh. Jonah decided to run from God to a city far from Nineveh. After Jonah was
swallowed by a great fish, he realized his mistakes and repented to God.

Key Concepts: Explain the importance of obedience to God and the need to serve Him every
day. Explain that actions have consequences. ldentify that God never stops loving us and that
God hears us when we pray. God gives us second chances. (If you disobey, ask for
forgiveness because God will give you a second chance.)

Comprehension Questions: What did God want Jonah to do? (He told Jonah to go to a city
called Nineveh and tell the people who lived there about Him.) What did Jonah do? (Ran away
and got on a ship.) What happened when Jonah was on the ship? (A big storm started.) What
did Jonah say when the sailors asked him to start praying? (I can’t pray to God. I'm running
away from Him.) What happened when Jonah was thrown overboard? (The storm stopped.)
How many days was Jonah inside the fish? (Three days.) Where did the whale spit Jonah out?
(On dry land.)

Activity: Jonah the Prophet Worksheet
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157. THE FIERY FURNACE
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159. THE WRITING ON THE WALL
(DANIEL 5:1-31)

"

ACROSS "Belshazzar the king made a great for a thousand of his lords, and drank wine in the presence of
the thousand." DANIEL 5:1

ACROSS "While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver which his
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem.” DANIEL 5:2

DOWN  "They drank wine, and praised the of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone."
DANIEL 5:4
DOWN  "Inthe same hour the of a man's hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand

on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace." DANIEL 5:5
ACROSS "Then the king's countenance changed, and his thoughts him." DANIEL 5:6
DOWN  "Then was brought in before the king." DANIEL 5:13

DOWN  The king said to Daniel, 'If you can read the and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be
clothed with purple." DANIEL 5:16

ACROSS Daniel said to the king, "Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another; yet | will read
the writing to the king, and make known to him the " DANIEL 5:17

ACROSS "The Most High God in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He
chooses.” DANIEL 5:21

DOWN  "Thisis the that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN." DANIEL 5:25



Jonah the Prophet * Book of Jonah

God sent Jonah to Nineveh, the enemy
city, to call it to turn from sin. Afraid, Jonah took
a ship in the opposite direction. A storm arose and
Jonah thought it was his fault. He had the sailors toss
him overboard, and a large fish swallowed him.

On the third day, the fish set Jonah on dry
land. He walked into Nineveh and foretold that it
would be destroyed in 40 days. The king, the people,
and the animals repented and fasted. So God didn't
destroy the city.

Disappointed, Jonah told God he wanted to
die. He sat and waited. A plant grew up to shade
him. The next day the plant died and Jonah
complained. God said, “You care about the plant
that you didn’t grow. Shouldn’t [ care about
all the people and animals in Nineveh?”
God loves all people.

Find and circle
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